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Monsignor Nestor
I. EARLY BEGINNINGS

Among other memorable dates of the year
1936, Sunday, November 22, is important to the
people of Blessed Sacrament Church. In the
north school gymnasium the first Mass was cele-
brated. It was a humble beginning and probably
no one knew at that time just how large and how
fast the then small community would blossom and
grow. Father Vincent Ryan, later, Bishop Ryan
of Bismarck Diocese, was the first pastor. With
good foresight a fund was set aside for the future
when a Church for the community was to be built.

During the years that followed, the priests
of St. Anthony's in Fargo served the mission.
Father Frank Nestor, later made a Monsignor, be-
came the second pastor of the growing Church. Un-
der his direction the parish continued to grow as
he provided them with the Mass and Sacraments and
instructions for their children. With a good eye
for the future, he invested in the property on
which the present Church stands. Wisely a whole
city block was purchased, providing for any and
every eventuality.

The big war had come and gone. The years
following it saw a gradual growth in both the num-
ber of families and the fund that was invested for
their own Church. In 1948, the supply of building
materials still short, a quonset hut,fifty by one
hundred twenty feet, was erected as a temporary
Church. The west half of it was used as the Church
and the east half as the parish hall. It was quite
an undertaking for the small number of families.
According to the records there were about eighty
five families in 1948 and this had increased to
about one hundred twenty five families in 1949.
With such a growth it was but a matter of time and
personnel before the parish would have its own
pastor. The first mass in the new Church was cele-
brated on July 10, 1949.

Rev. O. E. Lux



II. FIRST RESIDENT PASTOR, FATHER O.E. LUX

Father Oliver Lux was born and reared in
Chicago. His studies in Theology were completed
at St. Francis Seminary in Milwaukee and he was
ordained in September of 1945. Having served as
assistant in Jamestown and in Langdon he came to
West Fargo as Pastor in June of 1950. Besides
ministering to the needs of the one hundred thirty
eight families of the parish, he taught at the
new Shanley high school. He is well remembered for
the service he gave to both facilities.

Only God knows all the spiritual accomplish-
ments of his pastorate. From the parish records
we find that he had more than six hundred baptisms,
over a hundred weddings and many thousands of con-
fessions and communions. The constant stream of
young people at his door all hours of the day and
night is legendary and the good he effected is hid-
den in the hearts of the troubled who went away
strengthened and encouraged.

Materially he added to the parish too. On
September 19, 1951, he took up residence in the
new rectory built under his direction. Each year
he whittled away at the debt and in the following
years built up a considerable reserve for the con-
struction of a new Church.

His untimely death in 1966 prevented the real-
ization of his dream of a new Church. But he had
watered the roots well and the growing parish
wanted a new Church in which to worship God.

III. PRESENT

In July of 1966 Father Francis L. Smalley was
appointed pastor of this fast growing parish. One
of the first greetings the new pastor received from
quite a number of people was the request for a new
Church. His response was that if the parish wanted

a new Church, the parish would build a new
Church.

Rev. F. L. Smalley

The soaring costs of building and the in-
creasing interest rate indicated that first the
"kitty'" had to be increased. Early in 1967 the
parish voted to establish a finance committee.
Under the able leadership of Mr. R.E. Nygaard the
campaign got off to a good start. A 4% plan for
Catholic marriages and a 3% plan for mixed mar-
riages was instituted. This plan called for the
proper percentage of the income with an adjust-
ment of $300.00 for each dependent. The results
were gratifying to the extent that in the follow-
ing year a building committee was elected by the
people of the parish.



Under the chairmanship of Mr. Roy Krajeck,
and later of Dr. E.F. Schanilac, who filled in
during Mr. Krajeck's illness, the committee began
its study of the needs of the parish.

They found that more than three hundred fam-
ilies were using the facilities of the Church and
hall. There was no adequate space for religious
instructions. The Church and hall were deemed too
small for the needs of the parish.

The committee then undertook the study of the
Church owned property and considered the feasibility
of locating elsewhere. After looking into various
possibilities, the advantages and disadvantages of
moving to a different location, the already owned
city block seemed most suitable.

A very intensive program of study of the needs
of the parish involved visiting churches both near
and far, Catholic as well as non-Catholic. In
every place the pastors and anyone concerned were
most helpful. Pictures and slides served to help
understand different floor plans, external structure
and so forth. Slowly then the picture of what
was needed was formed and the committee knew that
the next order of importance was the help of an
architect to transform the ideas into working
drawings.

Invitations were sent to several architectural
firms to submit proposals. Interviews with the ar-
chitects themselves led to the eventual selection
of Mr. James J. Bofferding.

With the same fixed purpose the committee met
faithfully with the architect. All the needs of
the parish were presented; a Church with a seat-
ing capacity of about four hundred; a parish hall
that would take care of both the social and educa-
tional needs of the parish; and the budget under
which the architect would have to work. In their
discussions they moved through the pre-preliminary
drawings of each of the structures, and even con-
sidered the erection of a new rectory. Ideas were
sketched, approved or rejected, right through to
the finished drawings.

When all was in readiness in the beginning
of the new year of 1969, a disappointing set-back
occurred. It was discovered that money would not
be available from the Expansion Fund of the Dio-
cese of Fargo. The Fund itself was being used up
in some unexpected expenditures and could make
no commitment to the parish. This was a severe
blow to the members of the parish and particular-
ly to the Building Committee. However, adversity
was used advantageously to continue to increase
the savings the parish was accumulating. The
plans remained in cold storage for the year and
everyone looked forward to the day of groundbreak-
ing.

The year passed surprisingly fast and the green
light was given to the parish. A sober and thought-

ful review of the plans indicated that all was
in readiness as planned.

On invitational bids several contractors
in each area submitted their bids. With ris-
ing anticipation and a little fear, for build-
ing costs were constantly rising during the
year, the bid opening found the following con-
tractors successful in their bids: Meinecke-
Johnson, General Contractor, $255,000.00;
Fritz Electric, $18,629.00; Whitcomb and Son,
$25,685.00. An alternate bid on a new rectory
was rejected because it was beyond the budget
that had been established.

A cold, windy day in April inaugurated the
building with a ground breaking ceremony. Un-
predictable North Dakota winter and spring decid-
ed to chase one another around for the rest of the
month, so that May finally brought the kind of
weather that builders 1like.

With exceptional speed and good workman-
ship all the contractors raced against the weath-
er. To the surprise and delight of all, the
building was completed in record time. Excepting
a few small items the building was turned over
to the parish on October 23, 1970. The following







week Steffes Church Furniture installed the new
pews. In a flurry of activity, the essentials
for Mass were transferred from the old Church to
the new and amid subdued yet exuberant joy the
first Mass was celebrated on October 31. Truly
not the end but the beginning of a new era for
Blessed Sacrament Parish.

Note: On January 10, 1971 at 3:00 P.M., Most
Rev. Justin Driscoll is to bless the Church and
consecrate the altar. The parish most grateful-
ly welcomes and thanks him.

JAMES J. BOFFERDING, A.l.A.
ARCHITECT

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

A heartfelt thanks especially to the men
of the Building Committee. They are, Roy T.
Krajeck, E.F. Schanilac, R.E. Nygaard, Alfred
Petermann, Gordon Erickson, Mike Farrell, Mike
Holland, Arthur Libbrecht, Wallace Tintes and
Matt Butler.

To Mrs. Donald Westman and the ladies of
Christian Mothers the Building Committee extends
its appreciation for their help and cooperation.

As stated when requested for an answer about
building a new Church, "If you want a new Church,
you will build it", it is evident the parish
wanted a new Church. The parish built it. The
ringing of the big, bronze bell, a gift from an
anonymous donor, and supplied by I. T. Verdin
Company, will for many years ring out the glad
message of God's coming on earth. It will always
be a symbol of the faith of the People of God
who built a House of God, a home for themselves.




Celebrated first Mass in local school 1936




Celebrated Mass here from 1949 to 1970
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