Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church

210 5™ Avenue W, West Fargo, ND 58078
701-282-3321
www.bscwf.org email: info@bscwf.org
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Welcome! Fr. Gary Luiten and the faithful of
Blessed Sacrament welcome you. We hope
your time at Blessed Sacrament may be an
opportunity to join in fellowship of our faith and
joy in Jesus Christ.

Daily Mass & Intentions

Sunday August 23
9:30 a.m. — the Parishioners

Monday, August 24 - NO MASS
Tuesday, Auqust 25 at Sheyenne Crossings
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This Week

1:00 p.m. — +John Retterath Thursday, August 27, 2026
Wednesday, August 26 Kitchen Konnection, 5:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m. — +Dennis Olson

Thursday, August 27 Friday, August 28, 2026

9:00 a.m. — +Wally Odegaard No Daily Mass

Friday, August 28 NO MASS Parish Office Closed

Parish Office Closed
Saturday, August 29

4-4:30 p.m. Reconciliation
5:15 p.m. — +Jerry Liska Faith Formation

Sunday, August 30
9:30 a.m. — the Parishioners Registrations for Faith Formation are very low.
PARENTS, please get your child(ren) registered!

You can register online or from the table by the
Parish Office. We need to know numbers for each

Weekly Offering class to get materials ready.

Your Support Keeps Us Going! Tentative 26-27 Schedules are Completed. You
can grab one off the table in front of the Parish
August 15-16, 2026 Office.
Adult; $8,963.32 Children: $32 _ )
Improvements: $533 Poor Fund: $740 Catechist Meeting: Wednesday, September 2,
6 p.m. in the Social Hall.
Collected GOAL
$262 532.25 Adult $285 600.00 Parent Meeting: Wednesday, September 9, 6 p.m.
iy . SN in the Social Hall.
$614.00 Children $1,020.00
$13,589.45 Improvements $34,000.00 1ST DAY OF FAITH FORMATION:
$268,390.94 Living our Faith $400,807.00 Wednesday, September 16 — All students and
$71,676.21  God's Gift Appeal $74,917.04 parents for opening Mass at 5:45 p.m.

Wednesday, September 23 — grades 1-5, 5:45 p.m.
with a snack time from 5:15 — 5:45 p.m.
Wednesday, September 23 — LIFT Up and Off,

7 p.m. with meal at 6:30 p.m. All grades will be
going through the Circle of Grace mandatory
material.




Snack donation list for 2026-27 Faith Formation:
Juice boxes (preferably those without added sugar)
» SunnyD ¢ Slim Jim beef sticks « Goldfish Crackers
» Granola Bars + Single size popcorn bags *
Cheese sticks ¢+ Go-gurts » any type of protein
snacks * water bottles « zero sugar soda (small
cans). There are donation slips on the table in front
of the Parish Office. Please take one, fill it out and
return with your donations.

Coming Soon — Bible Study — “The Gospel of
Mark.” Deacon Shawn DeKeyser will be leading a
bible study on Tuesdays beginning on September
8. More information will be coming. If you are
interested, please contact the Parish Office and
preregister, 701-282-3321. To prepare for the bible
study participants shouid purchase the study guide:
The Gospel of Mark, Ignatius Catholic Study Bible,
by Scott Hahn & Curtis Mitch.
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0898708184 ?lv=shuf&

channelld=500&plpRedirect=mhFallback).

OCIA Classes. Do you or someone you know want
to become Catholic? OCIA classes will begin
Tuesday evening, September 15 at 7 p.m. in the
Parish Library. Class will meet most Tuesdays of
the month through the first part of April. Catholics
who want a brush up on their faith are also
welcome to attend. See Father Gary if you are
interested.

Music Ministry

Contact Ronda (Ronda@bscwf.org) if you are
interested in assisting at Weekend Masses:

¢ Instrumentalists

*+ Song Leaders

¢ Substitute Accompanists

Parish Life

Daily Mass — Cancelled. There will be no daily
Mass Friday, August 28; Monday, August 31;
Tuesday through Friday, September 1,2,3, & 4.
Mass intentions have been moved.

Daily Readings — August 23-29, 2026

August 23: Is 22:19-23, Rom 11:33-36, Mt 16:13-20
August 24: Rv 21:9b-14, Jn 1:45-51

August 25: 2 Thes 2:1-3a,14-17, Mt 23:23-26
August 26: 2 Thes 3:6-10,16-18, Mt 23:27-32
August 27: 1 Cor 1:1-9, Mt 24:42-51

August 28: 1 Cor 1:17-25, Mt 25:1-13

August 29: 1 Cor 1:26-31, Mk 8:17-29

Don’t Discard Old Rosariesi Do you have a
broken rosary? Bring it into the Parish Office and
place it in the ‘rosary basket’. They will be remade
and sent to missions throughout the world. Thank
you. Mary Barnes.

Happy Anniversary and Birthday! We pray for
those celebrating a wedding anniversary and /or a
birthday this week.
Anniversary
Patrick & Sherri McFarren, Aug. 23, 40 yrs.
John & Sylvia Birrenkott, August 24, 63 yrs.
Nathan & Katie Althoff, August 24, 25 yrs.
Bernie & Louise Dardis, August 28, 50 yrs.

Birthda
Shirley Johnson, August 28

Free Books and Other Religious items: Have
been placed on the tables in the Social Hall. Stop
by and take what you would like.

Fall Dinner & Bazaar: Our Fall Dinner and Bazaar
is scheduled for Sunday, October 4. This eventis
our largest fundraiser for the parish, and its
success directly supports our church's
ministries and community programs.

Baskets: There are empty baskets on a rack in the
Gathering Area. Please take as many as you would
like and create themed baskets for Take-A-Chance.
On the table there are packets explaining the
guidelines as well as pages of ideas when creating
the basket. Feel free to take one. ALL baskets




must have a slip completed and taped to the basket
when bringing them back. They MUST be marked
as to which level the basket should be displayed
under. If you wish to enter a $10 basket, please
reach out to Julie prior to purchasing.

Meeting: Monday, August 24. Please join us if you
wish to be part of the planning committee.

A few changes: Will be adding back in a baked
goods walk, minimizing games to guessing the
amounts, family competitive games and possibly
pin the collar on Fr. Gary. Looking to have a
craft/coloring room for litiles to stay occupied.

How to get involved: Volunteer to help with
planning or event-day operations. Contact Julie to
sign up or learn more: Phone; 701-282-3321;

Email; julie@bscwf.org

Low-Gluten Hosts Available. For those suffering
from sensitivity to gluten, low-gluten hosts are
available. To receive a low-gliuten host, sit on the
left side of the Church to receive communion from
Fr. Luiten.

Knights of Columbus Council # 6465

Faith in action. Catholic men living
their faith at home, in their parish,
and their community.

Next Meeting: Thursday, September 3, 7 p.m.

2026-2027 Officers
Grand Knight: Eduarde Pablo
Deputy Grand Knight. Rory Lee
Chaplain: Fr. Gary Luiten
Lecturer: Robert Bennett
Financial Secretary: Darrell Dimmer
Treasurer: Darren Rohrich
Recorder: John Jones
Chancellor: Steve Curfman
Advocate: Colter Pratt
Warden: Chris Diver
Inside Guard: Rob Haugen
QOutside Guard: Rick Olstad
Trustees; Bill Rohrich, Shawn DeKeyser,

Steve Perreault

New Member Registration. If you are interested in
becoming a registered member of Blessed
Sacrament, please see Fr. Gary Luiten, call the
Parish Office 701-282-3321 or register on our
website https://www.bscwf.org/become-a-.
member/

We welcome EVERYONE to
our Kitchen Konnection meals.
Generally (unless otherwise
AON  stated) we serve 2 times a
month on the 2™ and 41"
Thursdays. This is for ANYONE AND EVERYONE
- proceeds (donation not required} go into the
Blessed Sacrament Poor Fund to help community
members in need.
August 27: It's Back to School Time —
Sloppy Joes and stuff
September 10: Touchdown: Football is back
September 24: Let's Enjoy Our Harvests
October, November and December will
each have only 1 KK due to other events at
Blessed Sacrament Church
October 22: Chili Cookoff is back — top 3 win
** et Julie know ahead of time if you would like to
help at the meal or if you would like fo bring a
dessert™™

Prayer Requets: We pray for our parishioners and
family members.

*Those who are sick or have medical problems:
Scott Kaufman (brother-in-law of Julie Yourczek),
Janice Kanwischer, Rick Cwikla, Melissa
Nesemeier, Rosemary Heise, Veronica Zom,
Jim Mattson, Paula Loegering

*Those who are healing:
Matt Moen, Rodney Loberg,
Joann Moody, Gary Lammer

*Other prayer requests:
The Bosch Family, Drew Birrenkott

Raffle Tickets Are Available TO BE PICKED UP!
Fall Dinner/Bazaar raffle tickets are in the
Gathering Area. PLEASE PICK UP YOUR
TICKETS! it is very expensive for us to mail
them.

Retirement Announcement. Our Parish
Secretary, Mary Beth Odegaard, will be retiring.
Her last day of full-time employment will be August
31, 2026. Mary Beth has worked at Blessed
Sacrament since 2015 but has been part of our
parish since 1992,

St. Jude Circle Meeting, Tuesday, September 1,
3:00 p.m. in the Social Hall.

The Gospel of Mark — Bible Study — Coming
Soon. PLEASE SEE THE DETAILED
INFORMATION UNDER THE FAITH FORMATION
HEADING.



The Word Among Us. The September issue of
The Word Among Us is available, on the Breaking
Bread bookshelves and on the table near the entry.

We Pray in Remembrance of...

August 23: Inez Wilhelmi, William Kraft,
Georgia Vargas

August 25: Sarah Olmstead, Vernette Engness

August 26: Louis Reiter, Edna Gross

August 27: Mark Wilken

August 28: Joe Barta

Living Our Faith, Building Our Future

Our goal is to raise: $400,807.00. As of July 16, we
have raised: $268,390.94. 151 households out of
423 have pledged, that is 35% participation. We
would like to see 100% participation, even if it is
just a small one time gift. Please contact Mary Beth
in the Parish Office if you have any questions.
701-282-3321, or email MaryBeth@bscwf.org.

Reflections by Fr. Gary Luiten

the 21%t Sunday in Ordinary Time-Aug. 23, 2026

Authority is something that the readings speak
about today. And if it is true authority, this authority
must come from God. Jesus had authority. And
many of the people of Jesus' time realized this. Yet
some people resented that authority. Jesus, at
times, said some things that people didn't like to
hear. For us in the 215 century, this authority is not
something we should resent, because it is a type of
authority which is not self-seeking but rather seeks
justice. It is an authority which looks toward
protecting all of us, especially the most innocent
and defenseless of our society.

Now Jesus could have done anything with this
authority. Did he hoard it all to himseif? No. He
gave the authority to Peter, to be the first shepherd
of the Church on Earth. Jesus said in the gospel
this weekend, "You are Peter, and on you, this rock
| will build my church." Jesus didn't say, "I build my
church on myself." Then Jesus said, "What you
declare bound on earth shall be bound in heaven,
and what you declare loosed on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.” So here, we see in the readings
the scriptural basis for submitting to the office of the
chief shepherd on earth who no fonger is Peter, but
his successor Pope Leo.

Yet, so often, this office is not listened to. People
have become, as has been said, "cafeteria

Catholics," picking and choosing what is easy and
fun to follow, and throwing out the rest. That is a
sign of a weak faith. Remember what Jesus says to
those who pick and choose, or the "fence-sitters,"
"The lukewarm | will spew out of my mouth!" You
see, our God is a jealous God. He wants our whole
and undivided devotion!

Now besides the authority given to Peter, God has
also given each one of us a certain amount of
authority. God has given parents authority over
their children. For some of us, it might simply be
authority over our bodies, lives, and possessions.
And we are called to use this authority wisely and
not to misuse or abuse it.

And so, may God give each one of us the faith like
that of Peter, to truly believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of the Living God, to use God's
authority wisely, while, at the same time, humbly
submitting to the will of God in our lives.

Volunteerism - Stewardship

NEEDED - MINISTRY & EVENT VOLUNTEERS:
We can use more volunteers in all areas. Our
current volunteers are constantly helping. Please
prayerfully consider getting involved. Through my
own experience you will build incredible friendships
while serving the Lord. Contact Julie in the Parish
Office at 701-282-3321 or email julie@bscwf.org.

Community & Diocesan Events

Open House for St. John Vianney Residence.
Bishop John Folda will be your host on Sunday,
August 23 from 1-3 p.m. All are welcome to come
and tour the new home at 5475 Bishops Blvd S. in
Fargo.

God and Man in America at 250 Years:
Reclaiming Our Humanity from Genesis to the
Declaration. Tuesday, September 8, 7:00 p.m.,
Sts. Anne & Joachim Church, Fargo. Free; Q&A to
follow. Join nationally recognized scholar Ryan T.
Anderson, Ph.D., as he reads the Declaration of
Independence alongside the Book of Genesis,
exploring how being made in the image of God
grounds our life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness —
and how we are made male and female, for the
dignity of family life, and for friendship.

Meet Fargo author and Sts. Anne and Joachim
Parishioner, Kimberly Souba at a special book
signing on Saturday, September 19, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.



at Hurley's Religious Goods, 1417 University Dr. S.,
Fargo. Kimberly will have all of her books available
for purchase and signing, including several Catholic
children's titles and her young adult novel, Light
Stifl Stands. Featured among them will be The Life
of Blessed Fufton J. Sheen, and many more! A
coloring book has received an imprimatur from the
Most Rev. John T. Folda, affirming that it has been
reviewed and found free from doctrinal or moral
error. One hundred percent of the proceeds from
Kimberly's books benefit organizations that help
children who have experienced abuse or trauma of
any kind. Stop by, meet the author, browse her
complete collection, and support a mission that
combines faith-filled storyteiling with helping
children and families in need.

FM non-profit, Down Home will be hosting their
9th Annual Hoedown on Sunday, September 20.
This fundraiser supports Down Home's work of
empowering lives and stabilizing those emerging
from homelessness by furnishing homes,
strengthening connections, and transforming
communities. Down Home was divinely inspired
and founded by Jake and Jenessa Fillipi,
parishioners at St Joseph's in Moorhead. The
Hoedown will be at The Pines near Davenport, ND
and will offer a country casual atmosphere, tasty
country cookin,’ saloon-style spirits, entertainment,
and an exciting line-up of silent and live auction
items. Please check out the Down Home website at
https://www.down-home.org/events for ticket and
sponsorship information.
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Job Openings
JPII Catholic Schools is currently seeking
qualified candidates for the following
positions.
To apply visit https://www.jp2schools.org/careers/
or call 701-893-3231 for more information.
o Administrative Assistant — Sacred Heart
Middle School
» After School workers — Elementary Schools
¢ Hot Lunch Assistant Cook— Trinity
Elementary School
+ Kindergarten Paraprofessional — Holy Spirit
Elementary School
s Little Deacons Substitutes — Holy Spirit
Elementary School
« Substitute Teachers
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* My name is Garrett Wells, and I'm from Scout Troop 246, in West Fargo. | am a Life Scout working
on my Eagle, and | am happy to say that my project has been approved! I'm sure you're wondering
what my project is, and it's renovating the courtyard area between the rectory, and the church itself. |
will be (and try to always be) at the 9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass almost every week, so if you have any
questions, | will be there to answer them or email me at gm.wells@outlook.com and
irwells@gmail.com! | need people to work, tools, and lastly, money.

There is a Venmo code if you would like to donate, but you can also donate in person!

Y o e T em o,

| am looking to raise around $2,200, but any money, supplies, or time donated would be amazing! |
will be setting up work sessions and will inform anyone who is interested when they can sign up.

Again, if you have any questions, email me, or find me in church!
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» Thank you,
| Garrett Wells
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Address: 210 5th Ave W, West Fargo ND 58078
Phone: 701-282-3321

PositionName Email Address
Pastor: Fr. Gary Luiten — Gary@bscwf.org
Deacon: Shawn DeKeyser - Shawn@hbscwf.org
Parish Life/Volunteerism/DRE/YM

Julie Yourczek - Julie@bscwf.org
Administrative Secretary

Mary Beth Odegaard - MaryBeth@bscwf.org
Music Coordinator:

Ronda Voss - Ronda@hbscwf.org

Media Information

Web Site: www.bscwl.org

YouTube: Blessed Sacrament West Fargo

FaceBook: Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church - West Fargo
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‘The Region’s Enrgest Seleciion Of Floor Covening ;
Carpet * Vingl « Ceramsic Tile  Hardweod * Laminale

4601 17th Ave SW » Fargo, N>
70t 235-7525
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DIVERSIFED
WEALTH
MANAGEMENT

Brad Novak, CFP

Vice President / Partner

2220 2nd Ave, E. » West Fargo, ND 58078

701.461.7309

i ROl the Week of August 23, 2026

August 23: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 24: St. Bartholomew

August 25: Sts. Louis and Joseph Calasanz

August 27: St. Monica

August 28: St. Augustine

Auaust 29: the Passion of John the Baptist
"Be agents of communion, capable of breaking down the

logic of division and polarization, of individualism
and egocentrism. Centre yourselves on Christ, so as fo
overcome the logic of the world, of fake news, of frivolity,
with the beauty and light of truth.”
Pope Leo XIV

Blessed Sacrament Mission Statement
As loving disciples, we the faith community
of Blessed Sacrament, strive for full and active
participation in joyfuily serving Christ while
recognizing the gifts and dignity of all.

Blessed Sacrament
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FURERAL HONKE » CREHATION SEGVICES

Knights of Columbus
Council #6465

123 South 10th $t, Fargo
701-237-6441

Jim Boulger

Owmer, Licensed Funeral Director

The Lockshop
701-235-6645 Faith in action,
Catholic men living their faith
at home, in their parish,

and their community.

i"Cars Cpened *
* Card Access

* Master Keying *
24 hour Emergency Service.

Council 6365 meets the first Thursday
of each month at 7:00 p.an.

Sleep Wellness Center
gtYour, 22221V

Winmar Diagnostics, Inc.
CPAP Equipment and Supplies

Maria Regner, RPSGT, RRT
2700 12th Ave S, Suite B
Fargo, ND 58103
701-235-7424 Ext. 11

. Residential & Light Commercial
i Specializing in
Kitchens, Bathrooms,

& Handicap Bathroom

REMODELING
Owner: Stan Dreckman ~ standreckman@outlook.com
701-799-1768 (Leave Message)
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Look for our products at your

INCORPORATED
701-232-1991

local grocery store,

803 28th St 8, Suite A

Fargo ND 58103 FOR 53 PER WEEK

~~~~~~~~~~ THIS SPOT COULD BE
Providing electrical services YOURS!

for homes, businesses and CALL THE PARISH OFFICE

industrial properties,

101-282-33¢21

AND CROUNDS SERVICE

TOP NOTCH i\/ GREAT LAWNS

Travis Boland

BA ; ING 218-790-0743 | Travis@greatiawnsnd.com
Mowing Snow Removal
Spring and Fall Yard Cleanup
@ Carpets Upholstery Lawn Aeration
@ Rugs @ Odor/Pet i BLESSED
@ Tie @ Treatment
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///1
43 »\\\ CATHOLIC CHURCH
: AN \\\\ -

@a 701-446-8869

Wayne and Jason Suchla

Father Gary Luiten
701-282-3321 ~




